
Important Compost Advisory from Rapid 

City’s Solid Waste Division 

Update 2/20/25 

The Rapid City Solid Waste Division is committed to providing compost for our 

community. As part of that commitment, we conducted compost testing in 2024, 

which detected the presence of three herbicides in our 3/8” and 3/4” yard waste 

compost: Clopyralid (clo-PEER-a-lid), MCPP, and Quinclorac. 

One of these, Clopyralid, is classified as a persistent herbicide, meaning it takes 

longer to break down and can remain in soil or compost for months or even years. 

This is a widespread issue affecting composting programs nationwide, and we are 

actively working to address it. 

Source of the Herbicides 

The detected herbicides likely entered the compost through yard waste materials 

such as grass clippings, leaves, and branches that were brought to the Solid 

Waste Facility for processing. 

Recommended Use Guidelines 

At this time, the Solid Waste Division advises against using this compost in areas 

where broadleaf plants will be grown, including vegetable gardens, ornamental 

plants, and flowers. Our compost is highly recommended for growing grass and 

turf building.  

Ongoing Efforts 

We are working closely with the U.S. Composting Council to identify the sources 

of these herbicides and implement solutions to reduce their presence in our 

compost. 

We appreciate the community’s understanding and will continue to provide 

updates as we work toward a resolution. If you have any questions, please contact 

the Solid Waste Division for more information. 


